Descriptive and graphical strategies for assessing change: a case study of functional status in stroke patients.
A primary focus in the current context of the health care industry is the measurement of outcomes. Outcomes research, although inclusive of the use of advanced statistical analyses, can often be conducted using more easily understood analytical techniques such as descriptive analysis and graphical display of data. The article addresses the description and analysis of patient change scores on the Functional Independence Measure (FIM) from 745 stroke rehabilitation inpatients. Display and discussion of percentiles, cross-tabulations, scatter plots, and side-by-side box plots are used in this case study of describing outcomes.